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african train In 1893, the king of kings of Ethiopia, Ménélik II, decided to open
his kingdom on the sea. He entrusted one of his advisers, the Swiss engineer Alfred
Ilg, and the French merchant Léon Chefneux, with the construction of a railroad
that would run from the harbour of Djibouti to his capital city. This marked the start
of an extraordinary industrial adventure and the birth of one of Africa’s first train
lines. African Train traces the milestones of this exciting story with a rich illustra-
tions and photography, many never before published, from the early stages of
construction to the formal opening of the train station in Addis Ababa by Haïlé Sélassié
in December 1929.
For the book, the author photographed the last railroad workers and the rail works-
hops in Dire Dawa, the town born as a result of the Djibouti – Ethiopia railroad. 
flip through the book www.africantrain.org

hugues fontaine Photographer, writer, filmmaker, he traveled frequently through
the Horn of Africa. Portuaires, AIVP, 1993 • Empreintes, ADPF, 1997 • Euphrate. Le
Pays perdu, Actes Sud, 2000 •Massawa. Mer Rouge, Éditions des Équateurs, 2004
• Yémen. Cités d’écritures. Le Bec en l’air, 2006 • Lettres du Familistère, 2008, 
Éditions du Familistère.

the author’s website www.huguesfontaine.com
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